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... Outside, the fierce noonday sun shrunk our shadows to our feet, its heat reflected
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potato. Our eyes smarted from the brilliant light, and before we were bathed in sweet.
But beyond the sandy fields, over the dunes that bordered them, a breeze blew cool
among the green rustling shade of a pinewood. From the shadiest spot halfway up a
little hill within the wood, Mount Fiji and the peaks of Hakone peeped through the trees,
and below, white sails festooned Sagami Bay, we could see the caps of the sea—bathers,
but hear none of thier shouting. The wind combed gently though the branches, weaving
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around us that sleep in such a spot would surely have brought pine—scented dreams.

Here even the chirruping of the cicadas sounded cool.
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